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Grade 3 Promotion Opportunities

 1. ELA FAST (Florida Assessment of Student Thinking) 
PM3: Level 2 or Higher (May 1-30)

 2. Portfolio (January 21- May 2)
 3. i-Ready Diagnostic AP3 (percentile rank of 50 or higher)

(May, as needed)

 4. Alternative Assessment for Grade 3 Promotion 
(end of summer reading camp)

 5. Grade 3 Mid Year Promotion 
(Fall PM 1 of following school year)

 6. Additional Good Cause Promotions

*Refer to Parent Letter sent home with students *



Description of Good Cause 
Promotion



Florida Assessment of Student Thinking 
FAST

 Aligned to the Benchmarks for Excellent Student Thinking (B.E.S.T) 
Standards

 Computer Adaptive
 Level  2 or higher (PM3, summative score)
 May 1- May 29
 Scores available upon completion of assessment on FDOE Family 

Portal
 ELA Reading Grades 3–5:

 1 Session, computer-based, 120 minutes recommended

 Mathematics  Grades 3–5: 
 1 Session, computer-based, 100 minutes recommended

 Specific administration dates are forth coming
 Fact Sheet available flfast.org (Students and Families)



Florida Assessment of Student Thinking 
FAST



Florida Assessment of Student Thinking 
FAST

Scale Score Ranges for Each Achievement Level on 

FAST Assessments



Portfolio

 January 20 – May 1

 14 Passages ( 8 paired, 6 single)

 2 supplemental passages (only if needed)

 13 Benchmarks; approximately 9-10 Questions per benchmark

 Must demonstrate mastery at least 6 times for each of the 
tested benchmarks; 70% mastery

 Includes an adequate number of opportunities for students to 
demonstrate mastery of each benchmark.

 Item Format:

 Multiple Choice

 Table Match

 Part A and Part B



FAST vs Portfolio

FAST

 3 Times per year

 PM1 and PM2: Informational 
Purposes

 PM3: Summative Score used 
for accountability

 One Session, multiple passages 
per session

Portfolio

 Flexible Schedule

 Administration window (Jan-May)

 1 passage a week/ no more 
than 2 passages a week

 Approximately 9-12  questions 
per passage



Ways to Help Your Child

 READ, READ, READ
 i-Ready

 Textbook

 Accelerated Reader

 Review Home Learning with your child

 Expand and build vocabulary

 If they have questions, show them how to find the answer 
and provide text evidence; do not simply provide the 
answer.

 Answer questions about the text they read; summarize 
what has been read



▪ Visit Florida Department of Education: Florida 
Statewide Assessments Portal (flfast.org)
▪ Florida Assessment of Student Thinking (FAST)

▪ Students and Families

▪ Sample Test – Grade 3-10

▪ (Green Sign in button on bottom)

▪ Visit the dadeschools assessment site for more FAST 
information
▪ https://arda.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/5812
▪ How to access reports 

▪ Testing information

▪ How to help your child

▪ Webinars

FAST Resources and 
Sample Assessments

https://flfast.org/
https://flfast.org/
https://arda.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/5812
https://arda.dadeschools.net/#!/fullWidth/5812


Parent Resources

3 Webinars



 The Florida Department of Education’s Family Portal allows students and 
their families to view test results. The Family Portal displays the student’s 
most recent test results on the homepage. 
 Families can select “view all tests” to view all of their student’s test results. 

Families can also view their student’s Individual Score Reports (ISRs)

  Visit the Florida Statewide Assessments Portal: https://flfast.org/fast.html or 
go to the direct link: https://fl-familyportal.cambiumast.com/#/

Family Portal Access

https://fl-familyportal.cambiumast.com/#/
https://fl-familyportal.cambiumast.com/#/
https://fl-familyportal.cambiumast.com/#/


Family Portal Access



Family Portal Access



Family Portal Access



• Why did the author include the section “------------” in passage 1?

• How does the author develop the idea that ………..

• How did the author’s perspective change from the beginning to the end of the 
passage?

• Why did the author include paragraph 14 in this poem?

• How does paragraph 4 develop the author’s purpose?

• Which sentence from the passage supports the author’s purpose?

• How does the author support the claim…..

• Why did the author write passage 2?

• To tell a story about…

• To explain how….

• To entertain……

• To persuade…..

Types of Questions
Author Centered



• What is the character’s perspective about…….in the passage?

• What did the character think about …… at the end of the passage?

• What do the characters in passage 1 and passage 2 have in common?

• How was character in passage 1 different from character in passage 2?

• Table response questions

Types of Questions
Character Centered



• Read this sentence from the passage…
• “………………………………….”

• Why does the author use this type of figurative language?

• Read the following sentence from the stanza 2…

• “…………………………………”

• What is the meaning of the word …… as it is used in the sentence?

• Read this sentence from the passage…
• “………………………………….”

• How does this sentence help explain the lesson in this story?

Types of Questions
Analyzing sentences from the text



• Which sentence supports the theme of passage 2?

• Choose two sentences that support the central idea of the story……..

• What is the overall text structure of the passage?

• How does the author mainly organize the text in paragraph 12 ?

• Which sentence suggests the claim that…….?

• What type of poem is passage 1?

• What is true about the lines in the poem….?

• First and third lines of each stanza rhyme

• All lines rhyme

• Second and fourth lines of each stanza rhyme

• None of the lines rhyme

• Which lines of the poem support the central idea that…..

Types of Questions
text centered



2nd grade vs 3rd grade

Lengthy test

Maintain focus throughout

Can't stop and go

Test Taking Endurance





3rd Grade FAST ELA practice Test



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS ☺

Thank You for Your Support!

FAST PARENT WORKSHOP 
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